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Rev. XVIII. 4. 
Come out of her my People. 


EO Hel Words are an Exhortation 


. to the People of God to with- 
draw themſclves out of Babylon, 
and that for two very good Rea- 
ſons added in the latter part of 
the Verſe, leſt they ſhould par- 
— take of her Sins, and receive of 
her — "Her Sins are deſcribed at large in 
the foregoing Chapter, and her Plagues or Puniſh- 
ment in this. 

That by Babylon here can be meant no other 
Place but Ka, is agreed on all Hands, and con- 
feſsd even by Popiſo Writers themſelves; partly 
from the plain Evidence of the thing, and partly 
for another Reaſon of great weight with them, 
becauſe St. Peter writes his Firſt Epiſtle from Baly- 
lon, and if by that he ſhould not happen to mean 
Rome, they would be at a loſs to prove from Scip- 
ture that he ever was there. Thus much therefore is 

granted us, that the Account in theſe Chapters relates 
to Rome; but then, whether we are to underſtand 
it of Rome in its Heathen, or in its Popiſh State, 
remains a Controverſy. Nor ſhall I trouble you 


with a nice Examination of that matter, but only 
A 2 ob- 
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obſerve in general, that the Character of Babylon l 
agrees perfectly well to Rome in its preſent State} thi 
of Popery. The Marks of the Beaſt are evidently} ind 
upon her, ſhe has all the Sus of Babylon, and ſeems) ſor 
only to want her Flagues. | up! 
So that I might poſſibly aſhrm with Reaſon, that up 
the Text expreſſy commands all, who would ap- ga 
rove themſelves the People of God, to forſake the ſh: 
Church of Rome; and that this is the proper and git 
Original deſign of the Words. But whether it be ne 
ſo or not, this is certain, that where-ever ſuch ſh: 
things are to be found, as are impoſed and pra- 
ctis d in the Roman Church, we ought ro renounce + 
and abhor them: and we are altogether as much | th 
obliged to withdraw ourſelves from ſuch a Church, L. 
as if we were to hear a Voice from Heaven like ar 
that in the Text, Come out of her my People. a 
Accordingly my Deſign at preſent is to lay be- 
fore you ſome of the Grounds and Reaſons of the p 
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Reformation. And you will eaſily diſcern how} ir 
well a Diſcourſe of this Nature agrees to the De- 
ſign of this Day, which is to bleſs God for former p 
Deliverances from Popery. Beſides, it is the rather n 
neceflary to inſiſt on this Subject at preſent, when P 
we ſce what hn Attempts are actually making in p 
theſe Kingdoms to reſtore that Religion amongſt t 
us, and what // Ariifices are uſed in private to a- t 
bate Mens Horrour of it. Of this Nature is that 
Infinuation ſo induſtriouſly ſpread among the Com- 
mon People, that Popery is better than Presbytery. 
By which Aſtertion, molt of them who make it 
really mean, that Popery is the very beſt Religion 
in the World. For we are not to ſuppoſe that they 
intend hereby any Compliment to the Church of 
England, but only take this as a more popular 
way of faying, that the Church of Rome is betrer | 
than any Prot ant Church whatſocyer. b 
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Let us then take a ſober and impartial View of 
this ſame Religion, that ſo we may (ce whether 
indeed it be that innocent harmleſs Thing, which 
ſome People would repreſent it. And in diſcourſing 
upon this Argument, I ſhall not attempt to muſter 
up all the Objections which might be brought a- 
gainſt Popery, (that being an endleſs Task) but I 
ſhall confine myſelf to a few Things in that Reli- 
gion, which are moſt abominable, and which yet 
nearly concern every Man who will profeſs it. I 
ſhall begin with, 


I. Tranſulſtantiation. Now by Tranſubſtantiation 
the Papiſts mean, that in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper the Elements of Bread and Wine 
are by the Conſecration of the Prieſt changed into 
the real Body and Blood of Chriſt. Though at- 
ter Conſecration the Bread is to all outward Ap- 
pearance as much Bread as ever, and not chang'd 
in the leaſt Circumſtance, yet they face us down 
that it is no longer Bread, but Fleſh; as truly and 


properly as the Fleſh of our own Bodies In like 
manner though the Wine in the Cup, when the 
- Prieſt hath ſaid his hard Words over it, {till ap- 
pears to be juſt what it was before; tho' it retains 
the ſame Taſt and Colour, and all the Properties of 
that particular ſort of Wine it was at firlt ; and if 
a Man ſhould drink too freely of it, he would 
find the ſame Inconvenience from it that way as 
ever, yet they confidently affirm that it is not really 
Wine, but Blood, as much as any that flows in 


our Veins. Our Senſes deny any ſuch Change in 


the Sacrament ; and the ſubt'leſt Prieſt among the 


Papiſts, if he were to have two Waters placed be- 


fore him, one conſecrated, and the other unconſe- 
: erated, could not poſſibly diſtinguiſh them, or, 
Without being told, {ay which is the Body of 


Chritt, 


6 A fhotViewof Po PERr. 
Chriſt, and which not; and yet they are ſure there 
is this important Change made, and though you 


cannot diſcern it, you muſt believe it, or you are 


an Heretick, and muſt be condemn'd to the Flames. 
This is at firſt Sight ſuch intolerable Uſage of Man- 


kind, that ane would think there ſhould not need 
much Arguing againſt it; however, I ſhall exa- 


mine the Matter briefly both upon the Foot of 
Scripture and Reaſon. 


And firſt of all, that the Doctrine of Tranſub- | 
ſtantiation hath not the leaſt Countenance from Scrip- | 
The only Foundation it can be 
imagin d to have is in thoſe Words of our Saviour, 
„. Now J would fain know, whe- 
ther any of Chriſt's Diſciples, who were preſent | 
when he ſpoke theſe Words, could poſſibly under- 


ture is evident. 


This is my Body. 


ſtand em in that abſurd Senſe which the Papiſts 
put upon them. When they ſaw Chriſt's Body a- 
ctually before them, ſitting at the Table, could it 


once enter into their Thoughts, that he affirm'd * 
the Bread in his Hand was that very Body which 
at the ſame time they ſaw diſtinct from it? Or 1 
mult they not rather of Courſe interpret theſe ' 
Words in a figurative Senſe, according to the 
known Ways of Speaking in the World, and our 


Saviour's own frequent Language in other Places ; 
as when he faith, I am the Vine, I am the Door, I am 
the good Shepherd, and the like? Eſpecially when 


we conſider, that Chriſt determines his own Mean- | 
ing in this Expreſſion, by what he adds immedi- 


ately after it, This do in Remembrance of me. Which 


evidently proves, that he never intended the Bread 


and Wine in the Sacrament ſhould be looked upon 
as really þ:mſe!f, but only as outward Signs and 
Memorials of him, agreeable to that Pailage in 
1 Cor. xi. 26. As often as ye eat this Bread, and drink 
this Cup, ye do foe the Lord's Death till he come. Th 
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is the plain obvious Meaning of the Words, and 
every Man living would underſtand them thus, 
who had never heard of Tranſubſtantiation. So 
that this Doctrine mult be firſt known, and belicv'd 
ſome other Way, before a Perſon of any Senſe 


would think of finding it here. And yet this, it 
ſeems, is the Text upon which all is to be built. 


For the Papiſts are not able to produce a ſingle 


20” 


Text more that ſo much as looks this Way; but 
other Paſſages of Scripture are directly againſt 


them, as particularly thoſe Places where the Apo- 


ſtle ſo often calls the Elements Bread and Wine 
even after Conſecration, which plainly ſhews, that 
he never dreamt of Tranfubſtantiation. 
: deed it is acknowledg'd by ſome Writers of their 
| own Church, that this Doctrine hath no certain 

Foundation in Scripture. | 
y a- 


And in- 


Let us then conſider it a little upon the Foot of 


| Reaſon. And this is not a whit more favourable to 
Tranſubſtantiation than Scripture ; but on the con- 
trary, common Senſe {0 loudly remonſtrates againſt 
it, that one can hardly wonder our Enemies are 
: ſomewhat loth to be tried by 
whereas they allow, that Chriſt hath but one Body, 
the very ſame which expired on the Croſs, and is 
no glorihed in Heaven; and yet 
Body is totally and compleatly in every conſe- 
: crated Wafer; from hence it plainly follows, that 
this one Body of Chriſt is nevertheleſs as many Bo- 


dies as there are conſecrated Wafers in the World, 


this Judge. For 


affirm, that this 


© 
M7 
2 
=þ 
2 
— 
* 
— 
— 
—4 
AQ 
2 
2 
Py 
— 
= 
QA 
— 
AQ 
hs, 
ON 
— 
O 
— 
5 
— 
— 
. 
= 
SS 
wh 


: thouſand. Again, This Doctrine utterly overthrows 
all Certainty, and if it be true it ſelf, muſt make 
us doubt of every thing elſe : For, if I am not 
ſure of what I ſee and Hel, and have confirm'd to 


me by the Teſtimony of four Senſes out of 


five, 


What 


* 
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what in all the World can I be ſure of? Eſpecial- 
ly, muſt not this deſtroy all the Proofs of Chri- 
ſtlanity at once? For what Evidence have we of? W 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, but the Mi- V 
racles wrought by our Saviour and his Apoſtles? th 
Now Miracles are an Appeal to Senſe; and there- Ic 
fore if our Senſes cannot be truſted, Miracles are di 
no Proof at all: And particularly, as to that great m 
Article of Chriſtianity, upon which the main th 
Streſs of the whole lics, our Saviour's Reſurrection ; hi 
what Reaſon have we to believe that Chriſt ever: H 
roſe from the dead, but becauſe the Apoſtles ſaw ju 
and convers d with him? This was the only Way FE 
that Chriſt could poſſibly take to convince em of | 1h 
his Reſurrection; and he thought it a good one, 18 
and ſufficient to remove all Doubt: He us'd it for th 
this very Purpoſe with Thomas, John xx. 27. Bebel G 
my Hands, (ſaith he) and reach hither thy Hund, and 18 
thruſt it into my Side, and be not faithleſs, but be- fie 
lieving. But now, if Tranſubſtautiation were true, hr 
what would all this ſignify ? If when we ſee Bread th 
in the Sacrament, that may be the Body of Chriſt ;! ?. 
when the Apoſtles thought they ſaw the Body ef, b) 
Chris?, that might be nothing but a Piece of {1h 
Bread: If Senſe may deceive in the one Caſe, it bl 
might in the other, and they muſt both ſtand or 1 
fall together. So that as ſure as Chriſt is riſen from 
the dead, that is, as ſure as the Goſpel is true, 8* 
Tranſubſtantiation 18 falſe. OR e | 
And yet now this Doctrine no Man in the Church! 
of Rome muſt dare to doubt of; or however great his le 
inward Scruples may be, he muſt outwardly pro- of 
feſs the Belief of it, by worſhipping the Hoſt, and 
paying Adoration to it as God, though he really? 
believe it to be nothing but Bread; a Thing which M 


even Papiſis themſelves allow to be groſs Idolatry, bl 


and which therefore an honeſt Man would rather M 
die than ſubmit to. ik 
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'hri-2 II. Another Thing in the Church of Rome; which 
e of we ought to have the utmoſt Abhorrence of, is their 
Mi- Worſhip of Images, Saints and Angels. As to Images, if 
les? they pretend to free themſelves from the Charge of 
1erc-: Idolatry, by ſaying, that they do not directly ad- 
are dreſs their Worſhip to the Image it ſelf, but only 
Treat! make uſe of it as a Means of worſhipping God; 
nain this is falſe in fact as to the common People, who 
ion; have no ſuch Diſtinction. put into their Heads: 
cver However, at moſt it is only ſaying that they do 
ſaw juſt as Heathens did, who were nevertheleſs Idola- 
Way ters; and juſt as the Jews did, when they wor- 
n of ſhipp'd the Golden Calf in the Wilderneſs. For it 
one, is highly probable, that they intended no more 
t for than to uſe the Image as a Means of worſhipping 
hold; God, by their proclaiming a Feaſt to the Lord, that 
„aud is, in the Original, to Jehovah, by which Exprelſ- 
t be- ion they always meant the true God; and yet we 
true, 7 find by the Conſequence how acceptable to God 
Bread, this kind of Worſhip was. And indeed the Pa- 
hriſt; Piſts are ſo ſenſible that it is expreſly forbidden 
dy ef by the Second Commandment, that llt the People 
c of ſhould be made uneaſy by it, they have entirely 
ſe, it blotted that Precept out of the Moral Law, though 
d or it was written with God's own Finger. 
from In like manner, the Worſhip of Saints and An- 
true, gels is as directly contrary to Scripture as any thing 
; can be. That repreſents ſuch a Worſhip as de- 
hurch ſtructive of our Salvation; and cautions us not to 
at his let our ſelves be enſinar'd into it by any Pretences 
pro- of Humility whatſoever. Cole. ii. 18. Let no Man 
„and %guile you of your Reward, in or by a voluntary Humi- 
y 8 lity, and worſhipping of Angels. A Text, at the 
which: Mention of which one would think Papiſts muſt 
larry, Þluſh, if they had any Shame left. Nor is. the 
rather Matter at all help'd, but if poſſible made worſe, 
FP EG Rp by 


10 A bort View of PoE Rx. 
by ſaying, that they apply to Saints only as Medi- 

ators and Interceſſots with God. For the Scripture 
all along declares, that as there is but one God, ſo 

there is but one Mediator between God and Man, Chriſt 

Jefus. He only purchas'd Happineſs on Earth, and 
rntercedes for it in Heaven. Thither he is now gone 
xs our great High-Prieſt 20 appear in the Preſence of 
God for us; and there he ever lives to plead our 
Cauſe, and make continual Interceſſion, and ſo, as 
the Apoſtle obſerves, is able to ſave to the uttermoſt 
fall that come unto God ly him. And then, what 
means that long Catalogue of Mediators, which 
the Church of Rome is ſo unreaſonably fond of ? 
What need is there of them, or how comes it to 
paſs that ſo many Prayers are truſted to their vain 
Interceſſion, for any one that is ſent up to God 
through the Mediation of his Son ? Eſpecially 
when thoſe miſerable Advocates, inſtead of being 
able to ſave to the uttermoſt, cannot ſave at all. They © 
can't ſo much as know the Wants of their nume- 
rous Votarics, much leſs can they relieve them: * 
They had no Merit of their own to recommend 
themſelves to God, but came to Heaven (that is, 
thoſe of them who ever came there) purely by the 
Interceſſion of Chriſt, And ſhall theſe Mediators  ; 
then be join'd along with the Son of God, or ra- 

ther, as it is in fact, be put in his Room ? Shall +, 
we for the Sake of theſe violate the Rights of our 
Redcemer, and ſet aſide his Interceſſion? Let us t 
abhor the Thought, as highly diſhonourable to our þ 
Bleſſed Lord, and equally dangerous to our ſelves. | 2 
Let us pity the Blindneſs of others, and pray that x 
this Religion may never be reſtor'd among us, 
which allows and commands ſuch horrid Impieties. . 
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III. Their performing divine Service in an tikiown | 
Tongne, is another unanſwerable Objection anainſt 
Popery. © 


a Ne 
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Popery. For when the Apoſtle condemns Speaking 
or Praying before others in a Language which /e 
don't underſtand, to be ſure he muſt have thought 
it mach more improper for a Man to pray in a 
Language which he does not underſtand himſelf. 
But not to inſiſt on the Texts of Scripture that 
might be produc'd on this Occaſion, it is eaſy to 
ſee how utterly inconſiſtent this is with the Nature 
of God, or of our own Souls, or the Deſign of Mor- 
ſhip in general. For God is a Spirit, and there- 
fore ſhould be worſhipped with our Spirits. We 
are reaſonable Creatures, and therefore ſhould pay 
our Maker a reaſonable Service. Beſides, what is 
the Deſign of Worſhip, but that our Minds ſhould 
be fill'd with noble and exalted Thoughts of God, 
and our Hearts with ſuitable Affections? Outward 
Expreſſions are of Value no farther, than as we 
have inward Sentiments Correſponding to them ; 
and therefore, when theſe are wanting, meer Bow- 
ing and Kneeling, lifting up of Hands and Eyes, 
or uttering a Parcel of unintelligible Words, is not 
Worſhip, but Mockery. Like what God com- 
plains of in the Jews, that they only drew nigh 


to him with their Mouths, and honourcd him with 


their Lips, but their Hearts were far from him. 
This is the true State of the Controverſy bc- 


' tween us and the Papiſts, on this Head, that di- 


vine Service in an unknown Tongue quite deſtroys 


the Ends of Worſhip, and all Edification by it. 


And therefore it is errant Villany in them to ſtrive, 
as they always do, to put the Debate upon ana- 
ther Foot, and talk of God's being able to know 
the Mcaning of Prayers in whatſoever Language 

they are made. No doubt of it. We can eaſily 
allow that God underſtands Latin much better 
than their Prieſts. But what then? if we do nor 
underſtand it too, how are we like to be edified 
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12 A. foot View of Pop ERx. 
by it? For if the bare uttering of Words, that is, 
f meer Sound and Noiſe, without any correſpon- 
ding Ideas, be Devotion, the Organ in the Church 
may be as devout as the People. At leaſt I can 
{ce no Reaſon, why a Man may not worſhip God 
altogether to as good Purpoſe in a Mahometan 
Church as in a Pepiſh one. For if he does not un- 
derſtand a Word of the Service, it is certainly na 
great Matter to him, whether it be Latin or Aras 
bick ; and if he may mean well without knowing 
what he ſays, he may do ſo at Conſtantinople as well 
as at Rome. I deny not indeed but that a Man may 
in the general have a devout Mind, whilſt he is 
praying in an unknawn Tongue, but then the pious 
Actings of his Mind can have no reference at all 
to the particular Prayers or Words which he re- 
peats, and he can be no more aſſiſted in his Devo- 
tion by the Maſs-Book in his Hand, than he would 
by the Alwrau or /Eſop's Fables. 

And who then can think with Patience of wor— 
ſipping God at ſuch a rate as this? Who that has 


_ ever known what it is to pray and praiſe with 


Underſtanding ; that has come to the Houſe of 


God, and there found his Mind improved, and 


his Aﬀections raisd, by the very Prayers them- 
ſelves that he has attended on, and ſq engaged 
with his whole Soul in the Warſhip of his 
Creator? 


IV. Their net allowing the common People to read the 
S.riptures, without a Licenſe from the Biſhop, 
which can ſeldom be obtained. And here we may 
be ſure it is not out of any Love to the Bible, 
that the Popiſh Clergy thus rob the Laity of it, and 
keep it to themſelves. For though in the Sacra- 
ment the Prieſt may poſſibly be ſuppos'd to take 
away the Cup tor his own Uſe, the Seriprures they 

| nave 
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A ſhort View of PopERY. 13 
have no ſuch value for; but like the Fewih Law- 
ers whom our Saviour complains of, Take away 


the Key of Knqwledge, ſo as neither to enter into the 
Kingdom of God themſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe who are 


* willing to enter. 


But now how provoking muſt this be to the 
great God ? Why has he given his Word to Man- 


kind, but that it ſhould be read and known as 
much as poſſible? Why was ſo much Care taken 
at firſt ro publiſh it throughout the World, if it 
: were afterwards to be conceal d and made a Secret 
of? Or why was the New Teſtament at firſt com- 
- mitted to Writing in a Language that was moſt 


generally known at that Time, but that God in- 


a tended it ſhould be generally read and underſtood? 


- Beſides, our Saviour has expreſl 


commanded us 


to ſearch the Scriptures, which ſuppoſeth that we 
- muſt have them. The Bereans are praiſed for their 
: diligence in this matter, and at the end of the Re- 


ve lations, there is a dreadful Curſe denounced a- 


gainſt that Man who ſhall preſume to take away the 
leaſt Part of the written Word of God, and what 
then muſt become of thoſe who take away the 
Whole ? And on the other Hand, What a deplora- 
ble State are the poor People in, who are thus de- 
prived of the Scriptures? What endleſs Abſudities 
are they liable to haye impoſed on them under the 
Notion of Chriſtianity, whilſt they cannot view it 
in its Original, and as it was at firſt delivered by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles > What uneafie Doubts and 
Fears muſt a Wiſe Man have, whilſt he is thus led 
blindfold by his Spiritual Guides, and not allowed 
to ſet one Step of the Way himſelt, though his Eter- 
nal Salvation depends ypon it? Again, how ſad muſt 
it be in a Time of Affliction, to want the Comfort 


and Conſolation of the Scriptures; not to be able to 
have Recourſe to the Word of God, but inſtead of 


it 
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it have only a few dry ſenſeleſs Legends put into 
our Hands? As for our ſelves, Have we always 
found the Bible to be our beſt Support and Com- 
forter in Trouble? Or have we ever known what 
it is to look into the Scriptures at any Time with 
Delight and Joy: to ſit down and read there, the 
Account of our Saviour's Life, and Miracles, and 
Sufterings ; the Diſcoveries of Divine Grace, and 
all the Promiſes of the Goſpel, till our Hearts have 
been warm'd, and fill'd with the moſt glorious 
Hopes? How juſtiy dear then muſt ſuch a Privi- 
ledge be to us? How could we bear a Thought 
of parting with it? Or muſt we not abhor the 

an who ſhould attempt to ſtrike this ineſtimable 
Ircaſure out of our Hands? | 

Indeed it is altoniſhing that Men who pretend 
to believe a Religion which is founded on the 
Bible, ſhould endeavour to hide that Book as much 
as poſſible from the Eyes of Men. What Harm 
has it done, that they ſhould treat it in this man- 
ner? Whatever their Pretences may be, the plain 
Reaſon is this, that they know they teach a Re- 
ligion contrary to Scripture, and ſo dare not let 
= look into it, leſt they ſhould ſee how wretch- 
edly they are impos d upon, and how many glaring 
Contradictions there arc in the Word of God ra 
the Faith and Practice of their Church. 

of hon 


V. Their Crgelty. Indeed one cannot wonder that 
Men ſhould endeav Our to hide the Bible, who per- 
ſecute and propagate their Religion with Fire and 
Sword ; becauſe nothing in all the World can 
be contrived more directly oppoſite, and con- 
trary to the whale deſign of the Goſpel. This 


breaths forth nothing but Love and Mercy on 


God's Part toward Sinners, and calls for the like 
Temper in us towards one another. This is oe 
| the 
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the Language of a fingle Text only, or a few Paſ- 
ſages here and there in Scripture, but it runs tho- 
rough the whole, and forms as it, were the very 
Son! and Spirit of 9 This is che great 
Leſſon which our Saviour bids us learn of him, an 
the New Commandment by which he was fo re- 
markably diſtinguiſhed from all other Teachers. 
| Nay, he declares, that this one thing will decide 
the Queſtion, whether we belong to him or not, 
By this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if 
ye love one another, John xiii. 35. So that, tho' we 
are not able to enter into nice Controverſies, by 
this Mark alone we may always know which is the 
beſt Man, or the beſt Church, namely, where there 
is the moſt Charity. For it is impoſſible for a 
Perſecutor to be a Chriſtian, and to want Charity 
is to renounce the Goſpel, A 

And who then muſt not think with Horrour of 
the Church of Rome; a Church nurſed in Blood 
and Slaughter; a Charch that rejoyces in Plots 
and Maſlacres, and ſuch Cruelties as a Savage 
would ſtart at, and a Heathen be aſhamed of ; 
In a Word, a Church which whilſt it pretends to 
be the only Chriſtian one in the World, has done 
more Miſchief to Chriſtianity, and deſtroyed 
more Lives on account of Religion, than all the 
Ten general Perſecutions put together? Were I 
only to give you a plain Account of what is done 
hat daily in the Inquiſition, you would hardly believe 
er- that Men could be capable of ſuch monſtrous Bar- 

barities; and might be almoſt excuſed, ſhould you 
think the Place a kind of Hell, and the People 
Devils. When they have confined a poor Wretch 
| for many Months together, in Darkneſs and Soli- 
on | tude, without a Friend to converſe with, a Book 


ike || fo read in, or a Ray of Light to comfort him; 
not | out they bring him at length before his mercileſs 
the | Judges, 
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Judges, to confeſs, and condemn himſelf, without 
ſo much as knowing what he is accuſed of. Tell 
him they will not, and if he cannot find it out 
of himſelf, preſently the Rack is brought; and 
then, in Pain and Torture; the miſerable Man ſays 
any thing that comes next : charges himſelf with 
a Thouſand Crimes that never entred into his 
Thoughts before, and confeſſes every thing that 
he knows or does but imagine to be Hereſy, in 
hopes that he may poſſibly hit upon the right: 
nor will this ſatisfie his Judges when it is done, 
but he muſt BO further, and aftet having falſly ac- 
cuſed himſelf, accuſe other innocent Perſons ; per- 
haps his Father, his Brother, his own Child, or 
the deareſt Friend he has in the World. If he re- 
fuſe this, in vain does he intreat for pity from 
his Tormentors, they only with grave Faces ſtill 
deſire him to confeſs; and think of his Soul. And 
when at laſt they deliver him up to the Civil Ma- 
iſtrate on purpoſe to be Executed, yet with what 
olemn Hy pocriſie do they intreat the Magiſtrate, 
and beſeech him by the Bowels of Chriſt, not to 
do the Man any Harm, or hurt a Hair of his 
Head ; though at the ſame time they fully intend 
he ſhall periſh, and know that in a few Hours he 
will certainly be burnt to Aſhes. This is the Holy 
Office, as they call it : This is Popery, as it is now 
actually exerciſed in many Foreign Coutitries, and 
always will be where it can. And who then mult 
not preſently cry out, Lord in Mercy deliver us 
from it: Save us from the Hands of thoſe Men 
who know not what it is to pity, but whoſe ten- 
der Mercies are Cruelty ? | 
Whatever we may think of ſome other things in 
the Church of Rome, this I am ſure ſhould alarm 
every Man, for though the Fire of Purgatory does 


no great Harm, the Fire of Perſecution is a real 


and 
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and a dreadful one. And therefore when ever we 
think of the Return of Popery amongſt us, let us 
form to our ſelves this Idea of it: let us think we 
ſee Racks, and Chains, and all Inſtruments of 
Cruelty preparing for us: let us think we ſee the 
Ghoſts of . Martyrs, and hear the Groans of our 
ſuffering Brethren in Foreign Parts: let us think 
we {ee Fires kindled up and down in one Part and 
another of theſe Kingdoms, the belt Men in 
Church and State, our deareſt Friends and Rela- 
tions thrown into them: and then ſay, how ami- 
able that Religion mult look when viewed in this 
Light. 

i might now conſider, VI. The Connexion 
there is betwixt Popery in the Church, and Ty- 
raum in the State, which is another thing that 
may well make us afraid of it. For it is cer- 
tain, that this Religion can never be reſtored a- 
monglt us, but it will bring Slavery along with it, 
and ſo make us every way miſerable. How it was 
in the time of the late King James, is too well 
known to need inſiſting on, and how is will be 
again if ever a Poi Prince fits in the Throne, we 
may thence reaſonably conclude. Nay, 1 believe 
it is an Obſervation that will hold good through- 
out our whole Hiſtory ſince the Reformation, that 
albalong in Proportion as we ha ve approached near- 
er to Popery in our Religion, we have loſt more 
of our Civil Liberty. For, after all, it is the 
Church of Rome only, that will not fail to ſupport 
2 Arbitrary Power at all times, and from that Church 
it is inſeparable. | 5 | 
And now, after all this, let any Man judge 
; whether there was not ſufficient Reaſon for making 

the Reformation at firſt, and whetlier there be not 
as much for continuing it. From what has been 
ſaid we may make the following Inferences. + 
_ S 2. This 


18. AfortViewof Poptry: 


1. This ſhould create a good Underſtanding among 


Proteſtants. Whatever little Diſtinctions are a- 


mongſt us, theſe all vaniſh when once Popery be- 
comes the Queſtion, It is that we ought moſt to 


fcar, and our chief Danger always ariſeth from 


that Quarter. And therefore we ſhould endeavour 
to lay alide our Animoſities againſt one another, 
and maintain mutual Love and Affection, that ſo 
we may be able to ſtand with our united Force as 


gainſt the common Enemy. 
Indeed, our Enemies have but too often ſown 


Contention among us, and reap'd the Harveſt of 
it, And particularly at preſent, they are very 
carefu] to rail at Diſſenters, and repreſent them as 
the only People that are dangerous to the Church 
of England ; that ſo they may turn the popular 
Ayvcrion off from themſelves, upon thoſe who lit- 
tc deſerve it. | 

But, in reality, we no more wiſh the Ruin of 
rhe Church of EH than its beſt Members can 
do. As they arc Proteſtants we heartily love and 


reverence them, and are always ready to join with 


them in a Time of Danger. Our Fathers have 
done ſo, and received an honourable Teſtimony 
from the Church on that Account; and to repre- 
ſent us otherwiſe is nothing but an Artifice of the 


Pa fis, who would play one Party againſt the o- 


ther, to ruin both. For with them, as Proteſtants, 
we all ſtand upon the ſame Foot, and muſt expect 
the ſame Treatment if ever they prevail. In this 
Caſe, the only difference between Church and Diſ- 
ſenter will be who ſhall periſh firſt, like Men who 


are ſhip-wreckt and caſt upon a Rock; ſome 


perhaps may ſtand higher, and others lower; ſome 
may be waſh'd off ſooner than the reſt, but the 
rifing Tide will certainly cover all at laſt. 

„„ | 2. Thi 


— Irs gs ͤ ́àk-2 erg. 9 


We AW A 2 9 A><©& Win A jad) 695  —_ 5 we 


oo 


— had a ,. 1 


„„ . po Was n= 


new and repeated Attempts againſt us. 
larly, a little before the Revolution, Their Hopes 
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2. This ſhould make us thankful for paſt Deliverane 
ces from Popery, and particularly thoſe two that 
have render'd this Day memorable. The firſt of 
theſe, the Powder-Plot, was a Deſign ſo black and 
barbarous as is no where to be parallel'd in any 
Age or Country: contriv'd to cut of? at one Blow, 
and in the moſt treacherous Manner, both Prince 
and People; the King himſelf, and the greateſt 
Part of the Nobility and Gentry of the Land. And 
that not for any Wrongs or Injuties done by them, 
not for any other Crime, but purely becauſe they 
happened to be of a wrong Religion, and were 
willing to go to Heaven in their own Way. In- 
deed the Papiſts are ſometimes ſo very modeſt, that 
they don't care to own this Plot, but charge it 
wholly on the King as a Device of his own, con- 
trived to enſnare and deſtroy good Catholicks. Bur 
in vain do they try this Way to waſh their Hands 
of the Matter ; for whocyer was the Contriver, 
It 1s certain that Paprſts were the Actors of it; that 
the Deſign was communicated to Foreign Courts, 
approv'd and bleſs'd at Rome, and that there the 
Traytors who died for it are honoured as Saints 


and Martyrs. 


But perhaps this Inſtance of their good WIII 
might now have been forgotten, it they had not 
ſince been very careful to put us in mind ot it by 
Particu- 


began to riſe very high, and they ſeem'd almoſt to 
have effected their Mißbes, that is, our Ruin. They 
ſaw with Pleaſure, a Prince of their own Religion 
in the Throne, Papiſts got into the Council, crept 
into the Army, forc'd upon the Univerſity, and 
{pread almoſt over the whole Land. They-ſaw 
the Rights of Corporations invaded, Biſhops im- 

| Gia: priſon'd, 
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priſon'd, and Maſs-Houſes erected and publickly 


countenanced: In ſhort, almoſt every thing ſeem'd to 


favour their Deſigns, when God in Mercy ſent us a 


Deliverer, one born to bleſs Mankind, and ſave 
oppreſſed Nations, you eaſily diſcern, I mean King 
IVILLIA M. Him, I ſay, God ſent us in our 
Diſtreſs, and by wonderfully proſpering him, and 
infatuating our Enemies, brought about that glo- 
rious Reyolution, which we are now reaping the 
happy Fruits of. A Providence the, Memory of 
which mult be dear to all who know how to va- 
lue the Bleſſings it procurd. For to this we owe 
our Safety, our Religion, our Liberties. To this 
we owe the preſent Reign, and the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Succeſſion in the Froreſtant Line, by which 
a bright Proſpect is opened before us, of Happincſs 
tor Ages yct to come. 

Thus has God put a double Honour on this 
Day, and mace it on both Accounts to be remem- 
bered with Joy and Gratitude by every Engliſhman, 
ſo long as there 1s any ſuch Thing as Religion or 
Liberty left among us. | 


3. Let this make us love and rejoice in the preſent 
Government, What was done for us at the Revolu- 
tion would have been imperfect, had it not been 
followed with the Proteſtant Succeſſion. It is in 


this we ſee the Revolution compleat, and upon this 
alone, under God, depends all our Hope of fu- 
ture Safety from Popery. For if the Pretender to 
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theſe Crowns ſhould ever come among us, it is 


Madneſs to think he will not bring his own | 
Religion along with him. The Notion of his 


turning Proteſtant is a meer Dream, which is 
always laugh'd at by his beſt Friends, and which, 
it it were true, would make them his Enemies. 
Can we then think, that he may exerciſe the Po- 

piſh 
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piſh Religion himſelf, without impoſing it upon 
the Nation? That alſo is impoſſible. For a Popiſh 
Conſcience will always oblige a Man to extirpate 
Hereſy, when it is in his Power. Beſides, if he 
were leſs inclin'd to it himſelf, he is under too 
great Obligations to the Church of Rome to refuſe 
em this, in return for the great Expence they have 
ſo long been at on his Account. 

You ſee then the Caſe we are in, and where a- 
lone we have any outward Proſpe& of Safety, 


namely, in his Sacred Majeſty Eixs GEORGE 


and his Royal Family; A Prince educated in the 
Proteſtant Religion, and deſcended from a Race 
of Proteſtants, who were always firm to that 
Cauſe in the worſt of Times; A Prince, whoſe 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs make his Reign not ſo much 
his own Happineſs as ours. Let us then fiucerely 
bleſs God for ſetting ſuch a Prince on the Throne 
over us; let us often lift up our Hearts to Hea- 
ven in Prayer for Bleſſings on his Perſon and Go- 
vernment, and be willing to run even any Hazard 
in the Defence of it. Let us thus reſolve to ſtand by 
our own Rights and Religion, as we would not loſe 
them, and after all the Struggles we have had, at 
laſt give up Chriſtianity for Popery : that is, if we 
would not ſacritice our Reaſon to Tranſubſtautiation, 


part with our Bible for lying Legends, and cx- 


change our Liberty for perſecuting Flames, and all 
the Terrors of an Inquiſition, to any one of which 
Death it ſelf 1s preferable. In a Word, it we would 
not be miſerable ou, ſelves, and have Poſterity riſe 
up and curſe us, for betraying the Bleſſings chat 
were delivered to us by our Forefathers. 


FINIS. 
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